[Pulmonary embolism following lung resection: a case report and review of the Japanese literature].
A 73-year-old male was admitted to our hospital with an abnormal shadow on a chest X-ray film. Chest CT demonstrated that a tumor shadow measuring 23 x 22 mm in size with pleural retraction was located in the right lower lobe. Transbronchial lung biopsy yielded a diagnosis of primary pulmonary adenocarcinoma. We performed a right lower lobectomy with mediastinal lymph node dissection. The patient suddenly complained of a syncope attack, tachycardia, hypotension, and hypoxemia 2 days after surgery. A perfusion lung scintigram with Tc-99 m macroaggregated albumin demonstrated localized defects at both the left lower lobe and a part of the left upper lobe. Thrombolytic and anticoagulation therapy with urokinase and heparin were immediately started. A postoperative lung scintigram 14 days after the onset of pulmonary thromboembolism showed normal filling of the left lung. The patient was discharged on the 37th postoperative day, and he has been followed up with anticoagulation therapy.